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at six o'clock that evening a telegram informed Lord Gran-
ville that Prince Leopold of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen had
accepted the throne of Spain. The Queen received the news
in Mr. Gladstone's Cabinet letter of July 9. The notion
was by no means new to her, as the Crown Princess of
Prussia had written to her on the subject four months earlier,
when Lord Clarendon advised her to express no opinion on
the matter and added sagely that" the proposed arrangement
would produce an unfavourable impression in France."
Lord Clarendon was right; and while the French protested
violently, there was a half-hearted effort at mediation by
Great Britain. Within a week the Paris streets were roaring
" d Berlin! " and the Opera rang with the Marseillaise.
But the Queen was strikingly unsympathetic, having " very-
strong feelings upon the subject of this conduct of the
French. It is most preposterous and insulting to Spain,
and a return to the ancient policy of France, which was so
universally condemned." This brave echo of her letters
from Berlin was hardly at variance with the world's opinion ;
but the world and Queen Victoria were both unaware that
Bismarck meant to have his casus belli. When the war-
cloud broke in thunder, her preoccupations were all for
England; and she telegraphed for increased " efficiency in
army and navy." Gladstone gave full assurances and added
his conviction that, " whatever may be said of the prior
conduct of Prussia, France has entirely failed to show in the
circumstances of the present crisis, any adequate warrant
for breaking the peace of Europe." So the Queen was not
alone in her convictions. M. Ollivier's " caw Uger " shocked
him profoundly; and he was busy safeguarding the neutrality
of Belgium against both belligerents.

A minor subject of anxiety was the Princess of Wales, who
was in Denmark; the Prince must go and fetch her home ;
but Gladstone impressed him with the expediency of " the
shortest possible visit . . . also of an extreme reserve in
regard to the expression of opinion on the causes of this
miserable war." For the Prince had entertained unfavour-